Introduction (music begins – music cue/link)
The text you are about to hear is meant to give you a broader perspective on reality. A glimpse into something we do not usually experience ourselves. It is not intended to discourage you or make you feel guilty. Instead, it seeks to help you understand what truly lies behind the numbers and the statistics.
To get the most out of this experience, keep an open mind. Try to see the world through new eyes, and actively imagine what I am describing.
(Pause)
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Numbers.
(Pause)
Numbers are a fundamental part of our lives.
We use numbers to describe the world around us.
To describe reality.
Some numbers are easier to understand than others.
Ten minutes.
Two eyes.
Five fingers.
Numbers we can relate to.
Other numbers are so large that we lose all sense of scale.
Enormous, almost incomprehensible numbers.
Millions.
Billions.
Trillions.
(Pause)
Fifty million is a very large number.
Almost unreal.
Ten times the population of Norway.
Fifty million kilometres.
That is roughly the distance from Earth to Mars.
A number like that is so vast that it becomes impossible to truly grasp.
Mars simply feels far, far away.
The number loses its meaning.
And when that happens,
reality gets hidden behind the numbers.
(Pause)
One million.
Do you know how long one million seconds is?
(Short pause)
One million seconds is about eleven days.
(Pause)
One billion.
Do you know how long one billion seconds is?
(Short pause)
One billion seconds is almost thirty-two years.
(Pause)
Can you imagine how much you could buy with one billion Norwegian kroner?
Can you even picture one billion kroner?
Imagine an enormous tower of thousand-kroner notes.
One thousand banknotes, repeated one thousand times.
(Pause)
CONGRATULATIONS!
You have just won the grand prize in the lottery.
Your prize is 10,000 kroner every minute.
Imagine that.
10,000 kroner.
Every single minute.
After only one minute,
you can afford to buy a brand-new iPhone 16.
If you wait ten minutes,
you now have 100,000 kroner.
That is enough money to travel around the world for six months.
Everything included.
Your life would be completely transformed after only ten minutes.
After one hour,
you would have earned 600,000 kroner.
Enough to buy a brand-new car.
Maybe more than that.
(Pause)
Do you know how much money you would have after one day?
After two days?
What about seven?
(Short pause)
After one week,
you would have one hundred million kroner.
Do you know how long it would take before you reached one billion?
If you received 10,000 kroner every minute,
twenty-four hours a day,
day in and day out,
it would take you two months and ten days
to earn one billion kroner.
Do you remember how much you had after just one hour?
(Long pause)
Money is not the only thing counted in billions.
There are also billions of people.
Billions of breathing,
thinking,
living human beings.
Imagine the person you love and value more than anyone else. Think about how extraordinary that person is. Think about everything that makes them unique.
Bring back your favourite memories together. Can you see them? Hold on to those feelings. Now imagine a few more people. The people who matter most in your life.
Your friends.
Your family.
Think about all the memories you have created together. Can you see them?
Now make the sounds louder. Make the colours brighter. Step a little closer. Can you feel the warmth? The sense of safety?

Hold on to those memories,
and to all the joy you share with the people closest to you.
Now try to picture everyone who makes up your world.
Your friends. Your family. Your teacher. Your neighbours. The bus driver.
Every person you meet throughout an ordinary day.
Together,
they make up your world.
Some you know better than others. Some you like more than others. Some mean more to you than others. But together, they are your world.
Feel the joy.
The sadness.
The love.
See the memories.
What would your everyday life look like without them?
(Pause)
Now I want you to imagine 10,000 people.
Can you remember ever seeing ten thousand people gathered in one place? Perhaps at a football match, or at a concert.
Imagine how many precious memories those ten thousand people share with the people they love.
(Short pause)
Now concentrate.
Can you imagine 10,000 new people every minute?
Can you imagine 10,000 new people, every single minute, twenty-four hours a day, for two months and ten days?
Can you imagine one billion people?
(Pause)
One thousand rows of one thousand people.
Repeated one thousand times.
(Pause)
Today,
more than eight billion people live on Earth.
(Pause)
Today,
more than 704 million people live in extreme poverty.
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Numbers hide countless stories.
Behind every statistic are real people whose lives are shaped by both great and small events.
If you haven't already, close your eyes.
Take a moment.
Breathe in deeply.
Slowly breathe out.
In.
Out.
(Pause)
South Africa is the country with the greatest gap between rich and poor in the world.
The four wealthiest people in the country own as much as the poorest thirty-six million.
Just think about that.
Although South Africa is often said to have one of the world's most progressive constitutions, that is not the reality many people experience.
What was meant, on paper, to become one of the world's best education systems never became reality.
Politicians fail to deliver on their promises, and it is ordinary people who pay the price.
Injustice runs much deeper than that.
Its roots stretch back hundreds of years, beginning with colonialism, and many of today's inequalities remain a legacy of apartheid.
For decades, Black and White South Africans were forced to live separate lives.
There were separate benches. Separate buses. Separate neighbourhoods. Separate schools.
People were deliberately divided.
Today, the divisions look different, but they are still there.
The contrast between those living in South Africa's wealthiest neighbourhoods and those growing up in informal settlements remains enormous.
(Pause)
Your surroundings have an enormous impact on your ability to succeed—especially at school.
When school buildings are inadequate, education suffers. Many schools in South Africa still lack proper sanitation, electricity, or even something as basic as running water. Many are located in unsafe areas. Students live with fear and do not feel safe at school.
They are not receiving the education they were promised. Public schools in many parts of South Africa are severely under-resourced. Some classrooms have walls made from cardboard. Some have suffered from fires. In some places, nature has simply reclaimed abandoned classrooms. Countless students have been moved into temporary portable classrooms—a solution used in Norway as well, but it was never meant to be permanent.
The buildings are not good enough.
What breaks stays broken.
No solution comes.
Even the simplest daily tasks become difficult when the environment fails you. Something as ordinary as going to the toilet becomes a challenge. Many schools still rely on pit toilets. They are dangerous. Undignified. Nothing more than deep holes in the ground, covered by a concrete slab, with thin walls providing a small amount of privacy.
Why are they still used?
Because they are cheap.
Because they require no running water.
But they are unsafe, undignified, and inaccessible for many students. If you are a girl or have disabilities, this is a bad match.
(Short pause)
Even in the classrooms that are usable, another problem appears. The rooms are simply too small. Far too many students are squeezed into each class. Imagine arriving at school: Maybe your classroom is in decent condition, maybe it isn't. Either way, you are sitting shoulder to shoulder with two classmates, all sharing the same desk.
One day, you don't understand the lesson. But you don't ask your teacher for help. Even if you did, it probably wouldn't make any difference. There are simply too many students. The teacher cannot see everyone. There isn't enough time to help each student.
Slowly...
you begin to fall behind.
(Short pause)
In 2021, a national study found that 81 percent of Grade 4 learners could not understand the meaning of a simple text.
That means more than 900,000 children were unable to read and understand what they were reading.
(Short pause)
Nearly one million children could not read in their first language.
(Pause)
These are only a few examples of what many South African students face every day.
It may feel distant. It may be difficult to imagine. But these are not just statistics.
These are lives.
These are young people.
It could have been you.
Imagine your own everyday life. Imagine how you live. Think about the people around you.
How do they shape your life?
What gives you a sense of freedom?
What makes you feel safe?
(Pause)
If you had been born and raised in an informal settlement in South Africa, your life might have looked completely different.
For many young people, opportunities disappear before they ever have the chance to reach them.
Freedom becomes smaller.
(Pause)
Imagine this.
It's Monday morning. You wake up in your bed. It's five o'clock.You're exhausted and you know it will take hours to walk to school. The school building is worn down and there is no running water. Just thinking about it frustrates you. You know you'll spend the day in an overcrowded classroom, and yet, only a few hundred metres away, another school has everything yours doesn't.
A swimming pool. Enough classrooms. Well-equipped facilities. Experienced teachers.
Why couldn't you go there?
(Pause)
You think about school, your friends, the future you once dreamed of. Maybe you wanted to become a doctor, or a teacher. You know you had the potential but now the future feels distant. Your dreams feel impossible. Your school cannot provide the education you need.
It isn't fair.
Simply because someone else made that decision for you.
And yet… you get up. Because staying in bed won't change anything. You know education could be your way out. You know knowledge is power. So you walk. You walk to school that dayl.
(Pause)
Does any of this sound familiar? Have you ever felt that your school wasn't good enough? That it stood in the way of what you knew you were capable of? That you wanted to give up?
(Pause – breathe in slowly... breathe out slowly.)
Can you remember feeling that way?
Have you ever been frustrated because someone else seemed to control your opportunities… your future? You know you're the one living with the consequences. But no one listens. For many young people in South Africa, this is everyday life. They are living with the consequences of corruption, inequality, and broken systems they had no part in creating.
But they do not give up.
They stand back up.
They fight.
They fight for the right to shape their own future. They fight for education.
For justice.
And that takes extraordinary strength.
A strength that exists in you...
and in me.
Because, in the end,
we are not so different.
(Pause)
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Injustice
(Pause)
What is it, really?
We've all said it before:
"That's not fair."
But is our world unfair?
Can we truly demand justice in this world?
(Long pause)
Young people in South Africa are living with an injustice they did not create.
Yet they are willing to fight their way out of it.
They do not know what the future holds.
But in the face of uncertainty,
they choose hope.
And it is unfair that they must fight for something as fundamental as a decent education—something that is recognized as a human right.
It is unfair that young people in South Africa have to fight for their most basic rights.
That is truly unjust.
Youth are youth, wherever they are.
It should not matter where you were born.
Who you love.
Who you are.
Or what you believe.
Every young person deserves freedom.
Every young person deserves opportunities.
No matter where they come from.
(Long pause)
The reality I have shared with you today may be difficult to take in, but acknowledging reality—and acknowledging injustice—is the first step toward action.
The first step toward building a fairer world.
(Pause)
Take a moment.
Breathe slowly.
Gather your thoughts.
Gather your feelings.
(Pause)
Injustice.
(Pause)
It is not fair that the world is a lottery.
One in which only some of us have won.
Today, eight men own as much wealth as half of the world's population.
The gap between people has never been greater.
(Pause)
The inequalities continue to grow.
The rich become richer.
The poor become poorer.
It can feel hopeless.
But is it?
Many people will tell you that nothing can be changed, but is that really true?
The way you choose to spend your time matters. Not only for yourself. Not only for the people around you. But for the society you are helping to shape. For the future we will all share.
The world is changing.
Every day, more people gain access to fundamental rights. Across the globe, more and more people are standing up against injustice. We are living in a time of change.
It is happening now.
And who can say what tomorrow's world will look like?
Youths are the future.
We are the ones who will shape it.
So ask yourself:
What kind of world do you want to live in?
And what are you willing to do to help create it?
Sometimes change feels impossible.
But impossible things often just take a little longer.
History has shown us that—again and again.
But change requires belief, it requires commitment. It requires people who care.
Every year, around 80,000 students in Norway choose to give one day of their education so that young people in other parts of the world can have opportunities like the ones you and I have.
(Pause)
They make that choice because of understanding.
Because of respect.
And above all,
because of solidarity.
Operation Day's Work is an opportunity. An opportunity for young people across Norway to help create a fairer world. But we cannot create a just world simply by working for one day each year. That is why Operation Day's Work is about far more than fundraising. It is not just about the millions of kroner raised each year.
If our goal is justice, financial support alone will never be enough. Justice is not created by money. Justice is created by the choices we make... and by the values that guide those choices.
(Pause)
Operation Day's Work is about young people.
It is about us.
Before long,
we will be the ones shaping the world.
So ask yourself:
What kind of reality do you want to create?
What values guide the choices you make?
Working on Operation Day's Work Day is one way to get involved.
It is a first step. A way of saying that we, as young people, refuse to accept a world built on injustice. Who knows what we could achieve if we make better choices than those who came before us?
If we lead with more thought.
More compassion.
More reflection.
Then perhaps...
there is nothing we cannot accomplish.
(Pause)
Being young is about being free.
It is about feeling safe. About having a stable foundation that allows you to grow. That is not something to take for granted. Standing up for yourself… Standing up for your future… Fighting for your basic needs...
None of that is easy.
Young people deserve to live in freedom. Free from fear of tomorrow. Surrounded by opportunities to learn, to grow, and to flourish.
For many young people in South Africa, that is not yet their reality. But we cannot allow fear to become stronger than hope.
You deserve freedom.
You deserve safety.
No matter where you were born.
(Pause)
Because every human life has equal value.
And freedom is one of the foundations of a happy life.
Because after hopelessness...
comes hope.

